




In 1975, the honeybee 
was named the official 
state insect. The 
honeybee has a highly 
specialized labor force, 
an elaborate social 
structure, an 
astounding 
communications 

system, and a well-fed population. It is a 
member of the great insect family Apoidea, 
which includes 20,000 species, among them 
bumblebees and carpenter bees. It makes an 
important contribution to the economy the 
production of honey and aids agriculture in 
the cross-pollination of more than 50 of the 
state’s crops. 

State Insect  
 

The tiger swallowtail, 
proclaimed the state 
butterfly in 1988, is 
one of Georgia’s most 
beautiful species of 
lepidoptera with large 
yellow wings edged 
and striped with black. 
The resolution 
designating a state 

butterfly was inspired by Mrs. Deen Day 
Smith, president of The Garden Club of 
Georgia, Inc., who donated funds to build the 
Day Butterfly Center at Calloway Gardens. 

State Butterfly 

Designated the 
state reptile in 
1989, the gopher 
tortoise is one of 
the oldest living 
species native to 
Georgia. The 
gopher tortoise 
belongs to a group 

of land tortoises that originated in North 
America 60 million years ago. This tortoise 
digs burrows up to 40 feet wide and 10 feet 
deep providing year-round shelter from 
predators and weather for more than three 
dozen other animal species. The gopher 
tortoise population is threatened but still 
remains outside of protected areas. 

State Reptile  

After it was 
discovered that 
Georgia’s 
coastal waters 
were a calving 
area for the 
right whale, this 
endangered 
species became 

the state marine mammal in 1985. The right 
whale grows up to 50 feet long, has no 
dorsal fin, and bears distinctive patches of 
whitish bumps on its head. It is the only one 
of the great whales that is native to Georgia 
waters. 

State Marine Mammal 

The shark tooth was 
designated the official 
state fossil in 1976. 
Probably one of the 
most sought-after 
fossils by amateur 
collectors, the shark 
tooth is a relatively 
common fossil in the 

Georgia coastal plain. In fossil form, the 
shark tooth can be traced back 375 million 
years. Fossilized shark teeth are found in a 
range of colors-from the more common 
blacks and grays to whites, browns, blues, 
and reddish browns. 

State Fossil 

In 1976, quartz was 
chosen the official state 
gem. It is common in 
Georgia in a wide variety 
of colors. The resolution 
making it the state gem 
cited two particular forms: 
the amethyst, which is 
mostly used in jewelry, 

and the clear quartz, which, when faceted, 
resembles the diamond. 

State Gem 
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Christened the state 
seashell in 1987, the 
knobbed whelk is a 
whorled shell, eight 
inches long at 
maturity, displaying 
heavy spines, many 
knobs, and an 
orange or red mouth. 

Minerals in Georgia coastal waters cause 
ocher striations on the sand-colored, semi-
gloss surface. This marine snail shell is 
found all along Georgia’s shoreline, out to 30 
feet of water. 

State Seashell 

Georgia grown peaches 
are recognized for their 
superior flavor, texture, 
and appearance and for 
their nutritious qualities 
that promote a healthy, 
balanced diet. Georgia is 
known as the “Peach 

State” because of the growers’ reputation for 
producing the highest quality fruit. The peach 
became the official state fruit in 1995. 

State Fruit 

Georgia has a wealth of 
minerals, among them 
staurolite crystals, 
popularly called “Fairy 
Crosses” or “Fairy 
Stones.” Particularly 
abundant in north 
Georgia, the distinctively 

twinned, crossed crystals have been 
collected for generations as good luck 
charms. In 1976, staurolite was named the 
official state mineral.  

State Mineral 

Grown properly only in 
a small pocket of south 
Georgia, the Vidalia 
onion matures into 
unsurpassed 
sweetness in the 
spring. In one of 
nature’s most delicious 
mysteries, the Granex 
seed which produces a 
hot onion elsewhere 

grows into an onion one “can eat like an 
apple” in the fields around Vidalia and 
Glennville. The bill designating the Vidalia 
onion as the official state onion was enacted 
by the General Assembly in 1990. 

State Vegetable  

In 1979, the 
azalea was 
chosen the state 
wildflower. Many 
species and 
varieties are found 
across Georgia. A 
hardy species, 

they possess vibrant colored flowers 
blooming from March until August. 

State Wildflower 

The General 
Assembly selected 
the peanut to be the 
official state crop in 
1995. Georgia 
produces nearly 50 
percent of the total 

United States peanut crop and more than 50 
percent of peanuts used in the production of 
peanut butter. Georgia leads the nation in 
peanut exports. 

State Crop 

On April 24, 1979, the 
song “Georgia On My 
Mind,” with music by 
Hoagy Carmichael and 
lyrics by Stuart Gorell, 
was designated 
Georgia’s official state 

song. It was performed on March 7, 1979, 
before a joint meeting of the Georgia Senate 
and House of Representatives by Georgia-
born recording artist Ray Charles. 

State Song 
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The General Assembly has recognized these 
official symbols: Georgian’s Creed, 1939; 
waltz – Our Georgia, 1951; museum of art – 
Georgia Museum of Art, 1982; state ballet 
company – Atlanta Ballet, 1973; atlas – Atlas 
of Georgia, 1985; state historic drama – The 
Reach of Song, 1990; state folk festival – 
Georgia Folk Festival, 1992; state theatre – 
Springer Opera House, 1992; ‘possum’ – 
Pogo, 1992; music theatre – Jekyll Island 
Music Theatre Festival, 1993. 
 
Also enacted by legislation are the folk life 
play – Swamp Gravy, 1994; State of Georgia 
– “Poultry Capital of the World,” 1995; 
railroad museum – Central of Georgia 
Railroad Shops Complex, 1996; state beef 
cook-off – “Shoot the Bull,” 1997; state pork 
cook-off – “Slosheye Trail Big Pig Jig,” 1997; 
state tartan, 1997; state school – Plains High 
School, 1997; Peanut Monument – Turner 
County, 1998. 
 
The General Assembly adopted the state 
pledge of allegiance in 1951. I pledge 
allegiance to the Georgia flag and to the 
principles for which it stands: Wisdom, 
Justice, and Moderation.  

In 2003, H.B. 380 was 
signed, creating a new 
state flag for Georgia. 
The new state flag is 
based on the first national 
flag of the Confederacy 
(the "Stars and Bars") 

and consists of a field of three horizontal 
bars of equal width, two red separated by a 
white bar in the center. In the upper left 
corner is a square blue canton the width of 
two bars. In the center of the canton is a 
circle of 13 white stars, symbolizing Georgia 
and the other 12 original states that formed 
the United States of America. Within the 
circle of stars is Georgia's coat of arms (the 
central design on the state seal) immediately 
above the words "In God We Trust" -- both in 
gold. 

State Flag 

Parts of this section were reprinted from 
Georgia’s Official State Symbols brochure. 
Please reference http://www.sos.state.ga.us/
state_capitol/education_corner/
state_symbols.html 
for a comprehensive listing of all state symbols 
and designations. 

The current 
Great Seal of 
Georgia was 
adopted by 
the State 
Constitution 
of 1798.  On 
its front side 

appear three pillars supporting an arch, 
emblematic of the three branched of 
government— the legislative, judicial, and 
executive.  A militia man stands with a drawn 
sword defending the Constitution whose 
principles are wisdom, justice, and 
moderation. The reverse of the seal shows a 
ship with cotton and tobacco, and a man 
plowing, representing the agriculture and 
commerce of the seal’s motto. In 1914, the 
date on the seal was changed from 1799 to 
1776 to correspond with the date of the 
Declaration of Independence.  By law, the 
Secretary of State is the custodian of the 
Great Seal, which is attached to official 
papers by executive order of the governor. 

State Seal 

Grits was made the official 
prepared food of Georgia 
in 2002.  Grits are bits of 
ground corn or hominy 
which constitute a uniquely 
indigenous southern food 
first produced by Native 

Americans many centuries ago.  Corn is a 
preeminent Georgia crop grown throughout 
the state.   

State  
Prepared Food 
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State Song 
 

On April 24, 1979, the song “Georgia On My Mind,” with music by Hoagy Carmichael and 
lyrics by Stuart Gorell, was designated Georgia’s official state song. It was performed on March 
7, 1979, before a joint meeting of the Georgia Senate and House of Representatives by 
Georgia-born recording artist Ray Charles. 
 

Georgia on My Mind 
Georgia, Georgia, the whole day through  

Just an old sweet song keeps Georgia on my mind. 
Georgia, Georgia, a song of you 

Comes as sweet and clear as moonlight through the pines. 

Other arms reach out to me 
Other eyes smile tenderly 

Still in peaceful dreams I see 
The road leads back to you. 

Georgia, Georgia, no peace I find 
Just an old sweet song keeps Georgia on my mind. 

Melodies bring memories 
That linger in my heart 

Make me think of Georgia 
Why did we ever part? 

Some sweet day when blossoms fall 
And all the world's a song 

I'll go back to Georgia 
'Cause that's where I belong.  
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Georgia Fast Facts 
 
Georgia Population (2000): 8,186,453              
 
Land Area (square miles): 57,906 
 
Persons per square mile (2000): 141.4 
 
Admission to Statehood: January 2, 1788 
 
Statehood: 4th of the original 13 colonies  
 
Capital City: Atlanta 
 
Number of Counties: 159 
 
Geographic Center: Twiggs County, 18 miles southeast of Macon 
 
Highest Point: 4,784 feet, Brasstown Bald 
 
Lowest Point: Atlantic coast, sea level 
 
State Motto: Wisdom, Justice, and Moderation 
 
Origin of State’s Name: Named for King George II of England 
 
Nickname: Peach State 
 
Agriculture: Poultry and eggs, peanuts, cattle, hogs, dairy products, vegetables 
 
Industry: Textiles and apparel, transportation equipment, food processing, paper products, 

chemical products, electric equipment, tourism 
 
Government: U.S. Congressional Districts – 13, U.S. Senators – 2 
  State Senators – 56, State House of Representatives - 180 
 
Famous Georgians: James E. Carter, U.S. President, Plains 
   Rebecca Latimer Felton, first appointed woman U.S. Senator, Decatur 
   Bobby Jones, golfer, Atlanta 
   Martin Luther King, Jr., civil rights leader, Atlanta 
   Gladys Knight, singer, Atlanta 
   Juliette Gordon Low, U.S. Girl Scouts founder, Savannah 
   Margaret Mitchell, author, Atlanta 

Jackie Robinson, baseball player, Cairo 
   Clarence Thomas, Supreme Court associate justice, Savannah 
   Alice Walker, author, Eatonton 
  
Some information compiled from www.50states.com and www.census.gov 
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Outstanding Achievements 
 

 1733               1736               1773               1783                   1785             1793    

James Oglethorpe lands at Yamacraw Bluff                                   Establishment of first Negro                                                        Charter for first state-chartered 
establishing GA as the thirteenth colony                                        Baptist church in America                                                             university, UGA, on January 27 

                                            Founding of first Protestant Sunday School                              Opening of nation’s first government-supported                   First usage of Eli Whitney’s 
                                            in America by John Wesley in Savannah                                    high school, Richmond Academy, in Augusta                         cotton gin near Washington, GA 

 1802               1819               1821               1828                   1828             1834    

Sarah Porter Hillhouse first U.S.                                                     Creation of first Indian alphabet                                                          America’s first gold rush         
woman to own and edit a newspaper                                             by Sequoyah, a Cherokee                                                                      near Dahlonega, GA 

                                    Sailing of the Savannah , first steamship to cross                                Publication of first Indian newspaper,                          Construction of first iron sea vessel 
                                    Atlantic Ocean, on May 20 from Savannah                                          The Cherokee Phoenix , in New Echota                           the John Randolph , in Savannah 

 1836              1836               1842               1844                   1866              1874  

Founding of Wesleyan College—first college           Invention of sewing machine by          GA first state to grant full    
chartered to grant degrees to women            Dr. Francis Goulding of Liberty County                                                 property rights to married women 

    Establishment of the Western & Atlantic    Invention of first machine for manufacturing           GA first state to create a 
   Railroad, first state-owned railroad in U.S.   ice by Dr. John Gorrie of Columbus           Dept. of Agriculture  



 1881               1886               1893               1912                 1918               1922   

Spelman College in Atlanta first in     Passage of Tom Watson’s free    Origin of memorial poppy of World 
nation to certify a black nurse    mail delivery in U.S. Congress    War I on Nov. 9 by Moina Michael 

      Beginning of Coca-Cola in Atlanta      Founding of Juliette Gordon Low’s               Rebecca Felton of Cartersville becomes 
            Girl Scouts of America in Savannah               first woman to serve in U.S. Senate 

 1932               1945               1964               1974                 1976               1979  

First newsprint from pine               Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. first             Jimmy Carter wins presidential election; 
by Dr. Charles Herty                Georgian to receive Nobel Peace Prize            only native Georgian to hold the office 

    GA first to lower legal                           Hank Aaron home run record                   Initiation of Marta rapid rail service 
    voting age from 21 to 18      

 1980               1983               1993               1996               1999               2002   

First broadcast of      Initiation of HOPE Scholarship, awarding over   Cathy Cox sworn in as first                     
Atlanta-based CNN                  $1 billion to more than 500,000 Georgians as of 2002                            female Secretary of State in GA                         

             New state constitution effective    Centennial Olympic Games in Atlanta                   GA first state to have uniform
                                                                                                                              electronic voting machines 
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Field Trip Guide For Teachers 
I. PLANNING PHASE  

A. Why take a field trip to the Capitol?  

A visit to the Georgia Capitol offers students an opportunity to view first-hand the most 
important government building in the state. An interpretive tour provided by the Office of the 
Secretary of State gives students an overview of Georgia history and the Capitol building. 

 

B. Which grade levels would most benefit from a tour of the Capitol?  

Guided tours provided by the Office of Secretary of State are available for grades 2-12. Guided 
tours are not available for students in first grade and below. Older students (8th grade and 
above) who are studying Georgia government and political science benefit from a trip during 
the legislative session (usually January through March); however, the Georgia General 
Assembly has adopted a policy encouraging elementary level teachers to schedule their class 
trips when the legislature is not in session. Not only is there less confusion during this time, but 
students also have more freedom to become acquainted with the Capitol and the Georgia 
Capitol Museum.   

 

C. Where does a field trip to the Capitol fit into your curriculum?  

There are no hard and fast rules about when to schedule a field trip in relation to your course 
of study. Some teachers effectively use the trip as a final activity following a unit on citizenship, 
civics or Georgia history. Others use this opportunity as a preliminary activity. Regardless of 
when the trip is made, it is imperative that an orientation be given before students visit the 
Capitol.  

 

D. What is the basic format of a Capitol tour?  

Guided tours last approximately 30-45 minutes. The tour begins on the second floor in the 
Capitol Rotunda where a tour guide provides an overview of the building’s history. 

Throughout the Capitol, students will view portions of the state’s $2 million art collection 
containing some of the oldest portraits in the state of Georgia. Tours end on the fourth floor 
where groups visit one of the public galleries of the Georgia General Assembly. While in the 
Capitol, students are encouraged to look at the museum cases on the fourth floor.  The Hall of 
Valor, which houses the state’s historic flag collection, is located on the first floor. 

The tour format may be changed without notice due to unforeseen circumstances such as 
construction, special events and large crowds. 
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E. How can visits to the Capitol be scheduled?  

Tours of the Capitol should be scheduled in advance to assure that a tour guide will be 
available.  Even if a group does not wish to take a guided tour, advanced scheduling is still 
recommended for fire code compliance. To schedule a tour of the Capitol, contact the tour staff 
in the Office of the Secretary of State at (404) 656-2844 or sostour@sos.state.ga.us. Before 
calling to schedule a tour, please identify three alternate dates and times in case your first 
choice is unavailable. 

 

F. How many visitors may tour the Capitol at one time? 

Guided tours for groups of 10 or more must be scheduled in advance. Groups are limited in 
size to 60 people per tour group, including teachers and chaperones.  Often, teachers with 
groups that exceed these limits break the field trip into multiple days or tour times.  Please call 
the tour program staff with additional questions.  

 

G. What are the available tour times? 

Tours are given Monday through Friday, excluding holidays.  The guided portion of the tour is 
approximately 30-45 minutes in duration.  

May 1st through August  31st Tour Times           September 1st  through April 30th Tour Times 

Monday – Friday            Monday- Friday 

10:00 a.m.             10:00 a.m. 

11:00 a.m.             10:30 a.m.   (groups of 10 or more only) 

1:00 p.m.             11:00 a.m. 

2:00 p.m.             1:00 p.m. 

3:00 p.m.  (groups of less than 10 only)         1:30 p.m.     (groups of 10 or more only) 

              2:00 p.m. 

              3:00 p.m.  (groups of less than 10 only) 

 

H. How do I obtain directions to the Capitol? 

Directions to the Capitol are available online at sos.state.ga.us or by calling 404-656-2844. 

 

I. Is the Capitol accessible by public transportation?  

Yes. MARTA is an option for transportation to the Capitol. MARTA stops located nearest the 
Capitol are the Georgia State Station (directly across from the Capitol in the Sloppy Floyd/Twin 
Towers complex) or the Five Points station (two blocks west of the Capitol at Underground 
Atlanta.)  
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II. DAY OF THE VISIT 

A. What time should groups arrive for a scheduled tour? 

Groups needing to use restroom facilities at the Capitol should enter the building 20 minutes 
prior to your scheduled tour time.  Groups not needing restroom facilities should enter the 
building 10 minutes prior to your scheduled tour time.  Early arrival will allow ample time for 
groups to clear security and begin tours promptly.  Tour times may be shortened or changed 
to self-guided tours for groups who arrive late.   

B. Where is parking available for school buses and automobiles? 

Buses and commercial vans (not minivans) may park, free of charge, on the right curb of 
Washington Street in front of the Capitol. Visitors in automobiles may park in state parking lots, 
which charge a nominal fee. Lots which are available for public parking include: the Steve Polk 
Plaza parking lot (next to the old World of Coca Cola building) and the public lot at 
Underground Atlanta located on Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive. 

C. What kind of security can we expect when entering the Capitol?  
 
In compliance with security regulations, all visitors must enter the Capitol through a metal 
detector; the X-ray machine must examine hand-carried items.  Visitors should not bring non
-essential metal objects into the building, as these items often set off the metal detector and 
delay groups when entering.  No weapons, including pocketknives, are allowed in the 
Capitol. All adults must show a photo I.D. upon entering the building.  

D. What is the conduct code for the Capitol? 

Teachers are responsible for the discipline and safety of their students at all times during  the 
tour. Students should not run on the marble floors and stairs and should not lean on the 
balcony railings. Noise must be kept to a minimum. While outside the Capitol, students must 
not climb on statues or walk through the grass and/or flowerbeds. 

Students should be reminded that important state business is being conducted in each 
chamber. All visitors to the galleries must remain seated and quiet and may not applaud. 
Students are not allowed to lean on the gallery railing from the first row.   

Groups who do not adhere to the code of conduct will be asked by a tour guide and/or 
Capitol security officer to modify their behavior.  If a group continues to be unruly they 
may be directed by officers to exit the Capitol prior to the end of their tour. 

E. Are cameras allowed inside the Capitol? 

Photography is prohibited in the House and Senate galleries while the legislature is in session. 
Video cameras are also prohibited during the legislative session. If the General Assembly is 
not in session, photography is permitted as it is throughout the public areas of the Capitol. 
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F. Are dining facilities available for students? 

If a group brings lunch, students may eat outside at tables in the upper and lower levels of 
Plaza Park, directly across from the western entrance of the Capitol. The food court at 
Underground Atlanta is nearby for groups who wish to purchase lunch. There are no indoor 
facilities at the Capitol for students to have lunch.     

G. Where are the restrooms located?  
 
Groups needing to take advantage of restroom facilities before the tour begins, are asked to 
arrive at the Capitol 20 minutes before their scheduled tour time. Tours begin promptly at the 
scheduled tour times.  Tours will not be postponed or interrupted in order for groups to use 
restrooms.    

Public restrooms in the Capitol are located on the first and third floors. Groups must remain 
quiet and orderly as they wait in the hall near the restrooms, as the Capitol is a professional 
workplace where important state business is conducted. 

III. Pre and Post Planning the Fieldtrip 

A. What resources are provided by the Secretary of State’s Office to prepare students 
for their Capitol field trip? 

The Secretary of State website (www.sos.state.ga.us) contains Capitol and state information 
such as a list of state symbols and an outline of the legislative process.  Resources for 
teachers provide historical and procedural information regarding the Capitol and the legislative 
process. A teacher guidebook is available online.  
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The Georgia Capitol Museum and Hall of Valor 

The Georgia Capitol Museum is a public educational institution housed in the State Capitol 
building under the administration of the Office of Secretary of State. The Museum seeks to 
preserve and interpret the history of the Georgia State Capitol building itself, as well as the 
events that have taken place within its walls. To carry out this purpose, the Museum collects, 
maintains, and exhibits significant artifacts, including historic flags and works of art, within the 
State Capitol.  

In 1955 the General Assembly created the Georgia State Museum of Science and Industry, a 
new division in the Office of Secretary of State.  Funding for the Capitol’s restoration in 1994 
provided for improvement in the museum’s exhibitions. The Commission on the Preservation of 
the Georgia State Capitol was charged to provide advice and guidance for the care, 
conservation, and exhibition of the collection in the Georgia Capitol Museum, officially renamed 
in 1997. The new design allowed the interpretation of the Atlanta Capitol—its history, 
construction, and uses—to be exhibited with a fresh, modern approach.  

Located on the fourth floor of the Capitol, the Georgia Capitol Museum offers a host of displays 
that provide information about Georgia’s history, government, and natural and economic 
resources. The north atrium exhibits explore the museum’s early collections, emphasizing the 
natural history of Georgia. These exhibits include the Georgia regions dioramas, which show 
animals that can be found in the five regions of Georgia. Outside the legislative galleries and in 
the south atrium, exhibits interpret the Capitol’s history and significant events such as the 
gubernatorial history diorama, which highlights the interests and achievements of some of 
Georgia’s former governors.  

The Hall of Valor, which houses the Georgia State Capitol flag collection, is located on the first 
floor of the building. This historic flag collection consists of approximately 70 banners, most from 
the Civil War era, but also from the Spanish American War, World Wars, and modern warfare.  
Torn and bullet-ridden, many of these flags survived fierce battle and witnessed great bravery.  
Restored flags are periodically rotated so the visiting public may view them.   

 

The Georgia Capitol Museum includes displays of personal items                                                                           
and photographs of former Georgia governors. 

 

26 



The grounds of the Georgia State Capitol invite visitors to stroll and learn. The landscaping 
provides shade and color all year round. The statues and memorials honor famous Georgians 
who have shaped our state’s history. 
 
1. United Spanish War Veterans Memorial - Commemorates the war between the United 

States and Spain in 1898.  The war ended with the signing of the Treaty of Paris on 
December 10, 1898. Consequently, Spain lost control over the remains of its overseas 
empire — Cuba, Puerto Rico, the Philippine Islands, Guam and other islands. 

 
2. “Expelled Because of Their Color” - This bronze statue was donated by the Black 

Caucus of the Georgia General Assembly in 1976 to commemorate the Bicentennial. The 
sculpture is “dedicated to the memory of the 33 black state legislators who were elected, 
yet expelled from the Georgia House of Representatives because of their color in 1868.” 

    
3. Flame of Freedom - Presented by the American Legion in commemoration of its 50th  

anniversary and dedicated to all those who served the cause of freedom in the armed 
forces of the United States.  

 
4. Eugene Talmadge - Served for six years as the Georgia commissioner of agriculture and 

six years as governor.  He was elected for a fourth term in 1946, but died on Dec. 21 of 
that year.  After a controversy over succession, his son Herman Talmadge succeeded him 
in office. 

 
5. Joseph Emerson Brown and Elizabeth Grisham Brown - Joseph Brown served as 

governor at Milledgeville from 1857-1865. He also served as US senator and as chief 
justice of the Georgia Supreme Court.  His wife, Elizabeth, was a loyal patriot.  

 
6. Richard B. Russell - Served as a member of the Georgia House of 

Representatives (1921-1931), governor of Georgia (1931-1933), and United States senator 
from Georgia (1933-1971). This is the largest statue on the capitol grounds.  The 
monumental size of the statue is due to the fact that it was originally planned to be placed 
in the park across Washington Street. 

 
 

 
State 

 
Capitol  

 
Grounds 
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7. Liberty Bell - This reproduction of the Liberty Bell was presented to the people of Georgia    
at the direction of the honorable John W. Snyder, secretary of the treasury. As the 
inspirational symbol of the United States Savings Bond Independence drive from May 15 to 
July 4, 1950, the Liberty Bell was displayed in every part of the state. 

 
8. Ellis Arnall - Served as governor of Georgia (1943-1947).  Arnall brought about more 

reforms in state government than any other governor in Georgia history; including prison 
reform, reduction in the voting age, revision of the state constitution and creation of the 
office of lieutenant governor. 

 
9. Thomas E. Watson - Served as a member of the Georgia General Assembly (1882-1884),  

congressman from Georgia (1890-1892),  and US senator from 1920 until his death. 
 
10. Spanish Cannons - The barrels of two bronze cannons are located on either side of the 

capitol plaza. They were cast in Seville, Spain in 1856 and given to the state by the Navy 
Department in honor of Lieutenant Thomas M. Brumby of Marietta "who represented our 
Navy in the surrender negotiations at Manila and raised the United States flag over the city 
walls." 

 
11. Jimmy Carter - Served as a Georgia state senator (1963-1964), Georgia’s 76th governor 

(1971-1975), and the 39th United States president (1977-1981). Carter is the first Georgian 
to hold the nation’s highest elected office. 

 
12. Statue of Liberty - The Boy Scouts of America dedicated this replica of the Statue of 

Liberty as a pledge of everlasting fidelity and loyalty. 
 
13. John Brown Gordon - A Confederate hero and general, Gordon was the first governor to 

occupy an office in the Capitol building in Atlanta. He later served two terms in the US 
Senate. The statue depicts him reviewing troops as the commander-in-chief of the United 
Confederate Veterans.  

14. Civil War Cannons - Located on either side of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive Capitol 
entrance. 

15. Miss Freedom - The statue weighs about a ton and adorns the top of the Georgia State 
Capitol. Given the name "Miss Freedom," she holds a torch in her right hand in 
remembrance of Georgia's war dead. In her other hand she holds a sword, symbolic of 
military protection of the state. 

16. Herman Talmadge - Served as governor of Georgia (1948-1955) and United States 
senator from Georgia 1957-1981.  As senator, Talmadge gained national respect as a 
member of the committee which investigated the Watergate scandal. 

 
 

For additional information about the capitol grounds statues, please visit the Secretary of State’s website 
at http://www.sos.state.ga.us/onlinetour/grounds/now.html 
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Directions to Capitol Education Center 

Capitol Education Center / 180 Central Avenue / Atlanta, GA  30303 / 404-463-7720 
 

To schedule a tour of the Georgia State Capitol, Call 404-656-2844 
 

From the South 
Buses*: Take I75/85 North to Exit 245 (Capitol Avenue).  At the end of the exit ramp, continue straight through 
the stop sign.  At the first traffic light, turn left onto Hank Aaron Drive.  (The name will change to Capitol 
Avenue).  Then turn left on MLK, Jr. Drive.  At the next light, make a left onto Washington Street.  The capitol 
will be on the left and the Capitol Education Center (CEC) is located in Georgia Plaza Park on the right.  Buses 
may unload passengers on Washington Street; visitors must walk through Georgia Plaza Park to get to the 
CEC. 
 
Cars: Take I75/85 North Exit 246 (Central Avenue); continue straight. The CEC is on the right. 
 

From the North 
Buses*: Take I75/85 South to Exit 248A (MLK, Jr. Drive) and veer right onto MLK, Jr. Drive.  At the third light 
make a left onto Washington Street.  The capitol will be on the left.  At the second light, take a right onto Trinity 
Avenue.  Drive one block and take a right onto Central Avenue.  The CEC is located two blocks north on the 
right.  Buses are allowed to drop students off on Central Avenue. 
 
Cars: Take I75/85 South to Exit 248A (MLK, Jr. Drive).  Bear right onto MLK, Jr. Drive.  At the light make a left 
onto Washington Street.  The capitol will be on your left.  Go two blocks and make a right onto Trinity Avenue.  
Go one block and make a right onto Central Avenue.  The CEC is two blocks down on your right. 
 

From the East 
Buses*: Take I20 West to Exit 58A (Capitol Avenue).  Turn right on Capitol Avenue.  Proceed to the third traffic 
light and make a left onto MLK, Jr. Drive.  Proceed to the light and make a left onto Washington Street.  The 
capitol will be on the left and the CEC is located in Georgia Plaza Park on the right. Buses may unload 
passengers on Washington Street; visitors must walk through Georgia Plaza Park to get to the CEC.  
 
Cars:  Take I20 West to Exit 58A (Capitol Avenue).  Turn right on Capitol Avenue.  Turn left on Memorial Drive.  
Immediately bear right onto Trinity.  Go two blocks and take a right on Central Avenue.  The CEC is located two 
blocks down on the right. 
 

From the West 
Buses*:  Take I20 to Exit 56B (Windsor Street/Spring Street/Stadium).  At the third light, turn left onto Central 
Avenue.  Go to Mitchell Street and turn right.  Go one block and the capitol will be on the left.  To park, drive 
around the capitol and turn left onto Washington Street.  Again, the capitol will be on your left.  The CEC is 
located in the Georgia Plaza Park on the right. Buses may unload passengers on Washington Street; visitors 
must walk through Georgia Plaza Park to get to the CEC.  
 
Cars:  Take I20 to Exit 56B (Windsor Street/Spring Street/Stadium).  At the third light, turn left onto Central 
Avenue.  Continue straight, and the CEC will be on your right. 
 
*Parking:  Buses and commercial vans may park on Washington Street when the national security level is at 
yellow or below.  However, when the national security level is raised to orange or higher, buses may unload on 
Washington Street but may NOT park there.  No vehicles are to park on Washington Street opposite the 
Capitol at code orange or higher, but may park in nearby lots or at Turner Field.  Please coordinate 
pickup time with your bus driver.  Alternately, buses  may choose to drop passengers in front of the CEC on 
Central Avenue.  If doing so, follow “car” directions. 
 
Car parking: Metered parking is available on city streets.  Additional parking for cars may be located at: 

? Steve Polk Plaza parking lot on MLK, Jr. Drive, next to World of Coke 
? Underground Atlanta parking lot on MLK, Jr. Drive 
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